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THE GIPSIES' WEDDING CONTINUED, 


Turgk are but few, beſides 
Mr. Le Fleur, who would not 
have been warmed to acts of he- 


roiſm in ſuch a ſituation, Even the 
Vor. II. B molt 
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moſt -pifable wretch on carth, 
' whoſe predominant paſſionis fear, 
had he ſeen the beautiful mourner, 
bending over him, in ſuch a wild 
and ſupplicating attitude, would 
have ſprang forward, and oppoſed 
his fingle arm to the united 
force of a thouſand barbarians. 
Mr. Le Fleur, however, was the 
very reverſe of a knight errant. 
Far from being ambitious of ſuc- 
couring beauty in diſtreſs, he was 
humbly content, with conſulting 


the means of his own ſafety. 
With 
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With unparallelled rarieneſs, he 
ſuffered Miſs Vernon to be torn 


from his arms by women, $he | 


was taken afide, and at a proper 
diſtance from the croud, behind 
the friendly ſhelter of ſome thick 
elder trees, undreſſed with the 
bride, who as faſt as poſſible, was 
decorated in her borrowed ornas 
ments. Margaret, as it may well 


be imagined, was in no leſs haſte 


to be arrayed in the habiliments- 
of the young Gipſy, the coarſeneſi | 
of which, ſhe could well have | 
dif- - 
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diſpenſed with, had there been 


lels fragrance iſſuing from every 


part of them. 
Wich reſpe& to Mr. Le Fleur, 
his transformation was the work of 
a moment. The ſpruce and ele- 
gant man of faſhion was converted 
into the meaneſt of vagrants. In- 
ſtead of a fiik coat, he wore a 
dirty leathern doublet, pierced with 
a million holes. A red woollen 
night cap ſerved him inſtead of a 
hat: his ſhirt, if it might be ſo 
: led, was of the coarſeſt dow- 


SOLITARY CASTLE 5 


hs. Nor was this all, ——Hits . 


pockets, which had been well 


lined with caſh and notes to de- 


fray the expences of the expedi- 


tion, now appertained to another: 
and even his favourite repeating 
watch, which was given him by 
the Doge of Venice, had quitted 
him with his clothes, and was 
clicking in the fob of a vagabond. 
In ſhort, he had nothing left about 
him that was faſhionable, but his 
ſhoc- ſtrings. 


Nliſs Vernon was not a whit 


B 3 better 
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better accoutred: but her diſguiſe 
had not deprived her of her na- 
tive charms, She wore her rags 
with dignity. The chaſte Mar- 
garet was ſtill lovely, and even 
captivating, although in the dreſs 
of the vileſt of her ſex. 

Although the bride made a 
moſt ridiculous appearance in her 
newfangled garments, the wo- 
men eagerly ſwarmed around 
her, to gaze and to admire. The 
love of finery is doubtleſs, among 
the reigning paſſions, in the fe- 


maſs 
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male breaſt. The fair frequen- 
ters of ball rooms, and inhabitants 


of clay-built cottages bear equal 
teſtimony to this truth, 

The bridegroom's awkward- 
nels under his new habilimens 
excited much merriment among 
his brethren. Not having been 
uſed to wear pockets, it was with 
difficulry he could pull out his 
handkerchief, or his ſnuff box, 
with which he was much ena- 
moured, His method of taking 


ſnuff was extremely fingular. He 


B 4 invaria- 
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invariably miſtook it for tobacco, 
which he had long been accuſ- 
tomed to chew; and thus, by a 
kind of mechanical impulſe, it al- 
ways went into his mouth. 
Having been ſufſiciently exhi- 
bited and admired, they pro- 
ceeded to a neighbouring oak, un- 
der whoſe ſpreading boughs ap- 
peared the Egyptian orator; who 
preſented them each with a ring 
made of green ruſhes, and joined 
their hands: at the ſame time, 
with much comic gravity, pro- 


nouncing 
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nouncing a few myſtical words, 
which cauſed a general laugh 
throughout the aſſembly. This 
ſhort ceremony being ended, the 


new married couple diſappeared, 


and the company replaced them» 
ſelves on the graſs, round the fire, 
in order to find the bottom of the 
enlivening caſk. 

The dawn, at length, began to 
giimmer obſcurely through the 
tops of the trees; and Mr. Le 
Fleur and Margaret were ſuffered 
to depart, With inexpreſſible 


picaſure 
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10 SOLITARY CASTLE. 


pleafure they remounted the pha- 
eton, which had been properly 


guarded, during the night, and 


made their farewell bows to his 


Egyptian majeſty, who diſpatched 


a proper guide to conduct them 
ſafely out of the wood, 


C HAP. 
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CHAPTER Xt 


VILLAGE JUSTICESHIP, 


D URING their ſtay in the 
wood, both Mr. Le Fleur and 
Margaret had been ſo attentive to 


their perſonal ſafety that they had 


found but little leiſure for atten- 


tion to their dreſs. But no ſooner . 


did the morning ſun peep over 
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the Eaſtern mountains, and fling 
his oblique rays acroſs the foreſt, 
than they began to ſurvey each 
other with mutual ſurpriſe and 
diſguſt. 
Mr. Le Fleur now began to 
tremble for the ſucceſs of his pro- 
Jet. In his woollen night-cap, 
* his leathern jacket, and his green 
ſtockings, he could not even think 
of making his appearance at Not- 
tingham, where Mr. Fletcher, at 


an appointed inn, had been wait- 


K ang for him during the night, 
Neither 


$ * 
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Neither could he deviſe any means 
of acquainting his friend with the 
diſaſter that had befallen him. 
Had he ſtill been in poſſeſſion of 
his purſe, he could, with litile 
diſſiculty, have diſpatched a meſ⸗- 
ſenger from the neareſt village, 
with the neceflary intelligence. 
But he was in a ſtate fo truly in- 
digent, that he was not able to 


defray the expences of a fingle 


hour's journey, or even to pur- 
chaſe a breakfaſt for himſelf and 
his fair companion, In a ſtrange 


country, 
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country, and among people that 
were entirely unknown to him, 
it were in vain to attempt to bor- 
row money on credit: and he 
had nothing in his power, except- 
ing a compoſition ring of trifling 
value, that he could pledge for 
ſecurity. The guard that had 
watched the phaeton, in the night, 
had taken ſuch care of the trap- 
pings and embelliſhments appen- 
dant to the horſes, that ſcarce a 
ſingle ounce of ſilver was left 
upon the harneſs. The exquiſitely 
flouriſhed 
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flouriſhed cyphers that had be- 
longedto the carriage were equally 


irretrievable. They were melt- 
ing, at this very moment, in the 
iron broth-kettle of the Egypuans, 


which ſerved as a moſt excellent 


ſubſtitute for a crucible, Thus 


miſerably ſituated, he knew of 


but one ſtep that was likely to 
lead to ſucceſs, and that he fixed 
upon without hefitation. The 
horſes were ſtill in high condi- 


tion, and in excellent ſpirits. He 


determined, therefore, to drive 


them 
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them as far as they could well 


go without ſuſtenance, and fo 


foon as he ſhould arrive at a con- 


venient diſtance from the caſtle, 
_ he might be fecure from 
the danger of purſuit, to fell them 


to the beſt bidder, in order to pro- 


cure caſh for the proſecution of 


his journey, 
While Mr. Le Fleur meditated 
this e rgaret reſolved 
in her mind the poſſible means 
of making her eſcape. The ci- 
vility and marked attention of the 


* governor 
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attention of the governor of the 
gipſies, when ſhe firſt appeared 
before him, induced her to come 
to a decifton of relating to ham 
the undiſguiſed ſtory of her diſ- 
treſs, —of appealing to his gene- 

roſity againſt the brutal force of 
her violater, and of throwing her- 
ſelf entirely upon his protection. 
But the ſubſequent outrages of 
the crew had prevented the exe- 
cution of her plan. What was 
now to be done? The ineſfſeacy 
of tears and entreaties ſhe had 
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already experienced; and to op- 
poſe her ſtrength to that of Mr, 
Le Fleur, or to attempt her 
freedom by flight, would be 
highly abſurd. She, therefore, 
concluded to bear her diſappoint- 
ment with all poſſible calmneſs, 
untill ſhe ſhould meet with ſome 


friendly ſtranger who, on hearing 


the narrative of her misfortunes 
and injuries, would undertake her 
defence. 


It was not long after mid- day 


when Mr. Le Fleur came to a 
ſmall 


wall 
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ſmall village at the diſtance of 


about twenty miles from Notting- 


ham, and near forty from the 
Caſtle. Thinking himſelf here 
in perfect ſecurity, he ſtopped at 
the firſt ſign he ſaw in the ſtreet. 
Half the inhabitants of the village, 
allured by the ridiculous appear- 
ance of the travellers, as they 
rode paſt their cottages, flocked 
to the ale-houſe door, in order 
to ſce them alight. The unfor- 
tunate Margaret, whilſt ſhe de- 
ended from the carriage, was 


C 2 covered 
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covered with ſhame and confu- 


fion: but the tarniſhed ſtraw hat 
which ſhe had received from the 
young Sipfy, luckily hid her 
bluſhes from the ſurrounding 


ſpeRators. 
Mr. Le Fleur's firſt bufinefs, 


after he had ordered ſome nc- 


ceflary refreſhment, was to find 
| 
N 2 purchaſer for his horſes. To 


this end he made Enquiries re- 


Wes 


ſpecting the richeſt farmers in 
the neighbourbood. The villa- 
gers, who from the firſt, had re- 
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garded him with an eye of inqui- 


ſitixeneſs, began to entertain the 


| molt unfavourable ſuſpicions, the 


moment he intimated his deſign 
of ſelling the cattle. That he 
was either a profeſſed highway- 
man, or a convict who had eſ- 
caped from prifon with his miſ- 
treſs, was now a matter beyond 


diſpute, It was agreed by all, 


that he ought to be apprehended, 


To contrive a proper expedient 
for. ſecuring him, was the only 
difficulty that remained. Whilft 

C3 the 


—— ” _ 


22 SOLITARY CASTLE, 


the peaſants were deliberating, 


one more ſanguine than the reſt, 
hit upon a method which, though 
extremely plain and deciſive, did 
not accord with the ſtrict rulcs 
of civility, Obſerving Mr. Le 
Fleur earneſtly engaged in con- 
verſation with Miſs Vernon, he 
ſlxly ſnatched a large ſpit, that 
was hanging over the chimney- 
piece, and without uttering a 
fingle ſyllable, ſtruck him ſo vio- 
lent a blow on the temple, that 
he fell ſenſeleſs on the floor, 


breathing 
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breathing a hoarſe and agonizing 


groan that, in the opinion of all 
preſent, was the laſt he would 
ever utter in this miſerable world. 

Miſs Vernon was much terri- 
fied on ſeeing Mr. Le Fleur's 
viſage covered with blood. But 


ſhe ſummoned all her ſpirits to 


her aid, and, while he lay ſtretched 


on the ground, diſcovered her 
name to the villagers, related 
every circumſtance that had hap- 
pened to her ſince ſhe had been 


enticed from home, and offered; 
© 4 the 


— — — 


24 SOLITARY CASTLE. 


the moſt generous rewards to any 
one who would undertake to con- 
duct her back to the caſtle. 

In a more enlightened circle, 
Margaret's ſimple and ſorrowful 
ſftorv, ſet off with all the pleaſing 
embelliſhments of modeſty, cle- 
gance, and beauty, would have 
been productive of the happieſt 
effects. But with her rufſet-coated 
auditory it paſſed as a mere time- 


ſerving fiction; and left no ſtron- 


ger impreſſion on their feelings 


than the glimmering light of the 


ſun 
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ſun upon rocks of adamant. Be- 
fore ſhe had well finiſhed her 
narrative Mr, Le Fleur began to 
diſcover ſigns of reſpiration. It 
was now agreed that, as the vil- 
lage juſtice was abfent, on a ſpe- 
cial commiſſion, both the culprits 
ſhould be taken befure his de- 
puty, the high conſtable of the 
diſtri, who occupied a ſmall 
water-mill, at the diſtanre of ſome. 
fc fields from the ſtreet. 

The high conſtable was a ſil 
ful and learned perfonage, ſo 


peculiarly 
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_ peculiarly fond of the law that, 
for the laſt ſeven years of his 


life, he had almoſt entirely aban- 
doned the hopper of his mill, and 
given himſelf up to judicial ſtudy. 
He made ſhort extracts from all 
the edits and ſtatutes, as faſt as 
they were publiſhed: and it was 
his favourite boaſt that he could 
grind down the moſt voluminous 
act of parliament that was ever 


penned to the ſize of a ſixpenny 


pamphlet. He could repeat by 


rote half the Nate trials that had 


occurred 
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occurred fince the revolution: and 
he defied the moſt ſkilful attor- 
nies in the kingdom to fill up a 
pariſh indenture with ſuperior 
taſte. 

Such was the dread judge be- 
fore whom Mr. Le Fleur and 
Miſs Vernon were to undergo 
hs ſtrict examination. He opened 
the proceſs by putting the moſt 
ſerious queſtions to the latter, 
concerning her age, her profeſ- 


fion of faith, and. the colour of 


her ſtockings. But her pathetic 
_ addreſs 
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addreſs to the villagers had pro- 
ved ſo unſucceſsful that ſhe 
had already concluded by no 
means to make a ſecond expert- 
ment of her perſuaſive Powers; 
and therefore guarded a moſt 
profound, and obſtinate ſilence. 
Finding her companion leſs ſcru— 
pulous, the examiner turned to- 
wards him, and gravely requeſted 
his name, 

My name, Sir, is Tantaſſin Le 
Fleur, at your ſervice.” 

% Alias what?” demanded the 


Judicial 
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judicial miller, with a look of ex- 
treme ſeverity. 

Alias whatever you pleaſe,” 
anſwered Mr. Le Fleur, with a 
cringe @ Ja Francois. 

« You ſee, my friends,” faid 
the high conſtable, addreſſing the 
audience, —“ he has already be- 


gan to double. But I warrant 


you I ſhall ſnare him preſently, 
And pray, Sir, what trade do you | 
follow?“ 

© None, —I never was bound, 


except by my honour.” N 
* What 
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« What depravity of the times!” 
exclaimed the judge: May 1 


then aſk you what you call your 


profeſſion?” 
| That of a gentleman.” 
| Mas there ever ſuch hardened 


audacity. Your very clothes 1iſe 


up in judgement againſt you. 


But pray from what unfortunate 
friend did you borrow that ring 
which I perceive on your fore fin- 
ger?” 

© This bauble was given me 


when 1 was at Rome.” 


«© When 


: 
, 


* 
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« When you were at Rome? 
Mark that my friends, —And by 
whom?“ 

* By a licentiate in the retinue 
of his holineſs. Pope Pius the Sixth.“ 

% Heaven defend us!” cried 
the aſtoniſhed miller, © you hear, 


gentlemen, what he ſays concern- 


ing the Pope's licentiouſneſs. He 
is, undoubtedly, a Roman catho- 

lic, But pleaſe to inform me, my 
friend, how long you have been 
in England.“ 


« I came over ſoon after the 


COme 
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commience ment of the French 
war.” | 
A ſpy, by all that is ſacred! 


Your own evidence will hang you 


a thouſand times over. I have, 
nevertheleſs, one queſtion more 
to afk you, and then I have done. 
How have you provided for all 
the children which have been 
brought forth by that fly young 
baggage that ſtands by your ſide?” 

Here the modeſt Margaret, 
forgetting the diſagrecable change 
ſhe had undergone in her dreſs, 


Was 
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was proceeding to pull out her 
cambrick handkerchief: but re- 
collecting her miſtake, ſhedrooped 
her head, and hid her bluſhes in 
her boſom. Mr. Le Fleur was 
filent, not knowing what anſwer 
to make to ſo unexpected an in- 


terrogatory: while the man of 


office, ſtriking the table violently 
with his hand, cried aloud —* I 


charge you, in the king's name, 


to tell me how you have diſpoſed 
e of the children.“ 
« If you are bent upon infor- 


18 Vor . II. D mation * 
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mation,” replied Mr, Le Fleur, 


« I myſt acquaint you that they 
are all in a ſound flecp.” 

H found ſkep!” reiterated the 
enraptured high conſtable, zea- 
loufly ſpringing from his ſeat, — 


2 May periſh, my friends, if 


this man be not a murderer. He 
has already half acknowledged 


his crime. I alone have been 


_dextcrous enough to draw from 
him the horrid ſecret, and am, in 


conſequence, the happicſt man 


in the three kingdoms. Courage, 


gentlemen, 


SOLITARY CASTLE. 35 


gentlemen, - I would pledge my 
life he has ſlain the innocent babes 
Let the chaiſe and horſes be pro- 
perly ſecured. We have only 


another ceremony, now, to per- 
form. The criminals, if they 
do not chuſe to make a public, 
and copious confeſſion of their 
offences, ſo that their mittimus 
may be properly worded, muſt 
ſuffer the diſcipline of the baſ- 


ket.“ 


As the reader is, probably, un- 
acquainted with the mode of pus _ of'M 
z AF > * | 
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mation,” replied Mr. Le Fleur, 


« I myſt acquaint you that they 


are all in 2 ſound ſleep.” 
* A found ſleep!” reiterated the 


enraptured high conſtable, zea- 


louſly ſpringing from his ſeat, — 
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this man be not a murderer. He 
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his crime. I alone have been 
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gentlemen, -I would pledge my 
life he has ſlain the innocent babes 
Let the chaiſe and horſes be pro- 
perly ſecured. We have only 
another ceremony, now, to per- 
form. The criminals, if they 


do not chuſe to make a public, 


and copious contciſion of their 


offences, ſo that their mittimus 


may be properly worded, mult * 


ſuffer the diſcipline of the baſ- 


ket,” 


As the reader is, probably, un- | 


acquainted with the mode of pus 
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niſhment juſt alluded to, we ſhall 
ſtop to inform him that the high 
conſtable, in conjuction with the 
Juſtice, had invented a very cu- 


rious engine, with which they 


uſed to make experiments on the 
unlucky culprits that were brought 
before them. This excellent 
piece of workmanſhip confiſted 
of a baſket, attached to four 
ropes, in the form of a ſcale, 
ſuſpended from the beam of a 
large crane belonging to the mill, 
which projected a confiderable 


way 
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way over the river. The ſup- 


poſed criminal, being arrayed in 


a moſt ridiculous dreſs, was fixed 


in the machine, and ſuffered to 
ſwing at liberty for a given time, 
during which, if he made a con- 
feſſion of the crimes alledged a- 
gainſt him, whether they were 


real or imaginary, he was ſet at 
liberty. But if he continued in- 
flexibly ſilent till the expiration of 


the appointed period, the main 


rope was cut, by a man pur- 


poſely placed on the beam, and 


D 3 he 
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he fell intothe waterin his wicker- 
boat, which, although it could not 
fink, filled in an inſtant. In this 
pleaſant fituation he made a ſhort 
voyage, in preſence of the mul- 
titude that crouded to the river- 
fide: hailing him with a thouſand 
comic groans, and geſticulations. 


Mr. Le Fleur did not agree to 


father the viſionary children, aſ- 


cribed to him by the high con- 
ſtable, and Margaret ſtill perſiſted 
in the defence of her virgin pu- 
rity. 

The 
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The conſequence of their obſti- 


nacy was rather unpleaſant. 


They were both placed tete a tete 


in the ſwinging machine, 
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rA. 


AN UNEXPECTED ARRIVAL. 


Tur laſt lingering moment 
of the ſtipulated time was on the 
point of expiration. The thatched 
roof of the mill, the banks of the 


ſtream, and the tops of the ſur- 


rounding willows, were covered 


with villagers: and the high con- 
ſtable 
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Nable ſtood with his watch in 
his hand, ready to give the word 
of command for cutting the rope 


which held the punitory baſket; 


when the ceremony was inter · 


rupted by the appearance of a 
man on horſeback, who came 
riding, full ſpeed, acroſs the ad- 


joining meadows. This extraor- 


dinary courier was no other than 


Mr. Fletcher, who, having waited 


all night at the appointed inn, 


without hearing any tidings of 


his friend, ſuppoſed that ſome 
unexpected | 
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unexpected event had rendered it 
unſafe for him to ſtop at Notting- 
ham, and induced him to make 
the beſt of his way towards Lon- 
don. In this perſuaſion, he hired 
poſt horſes, in order to purſue 
him with greater diligence. Bur, 
accidentally ſtopping to bait at 
the houſe where Mr. Le Fleur 
and Margaret bad been arreſted, 
he gained intelligence that threw 
him into the utmoſt conſternation. 


« If your honour is fond of 


« a frolick,” ſaid the loquacious 
landlord, 
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landlord, as foon as he alighted at 
the inn-door, © you cannot do 
better than to ſtay here, and 
„take an ordinary dinner. We 


* have got a pageant, as his 


o 


worthip the high conſtable 
* calls it, in our village to day, | 


that ſurpaſſes your beſt London 


* comedies and vagaries thar 


were ever invented. Although 
% I am but a publican, as you 
% may ſay (and I hope no fin- 
„ner neither) I pretend to be a 


«« tolerable judge of the drammer. 
c I have 
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« Thaveread Pronounhotonthologos, 
c and, to be fixe, I am fond of 
* a good tragedy, or a panto- 
* mime: but as for your Italian 
&« operas, as they are called, they 
c are not worth the ſeeing. It is 


« true, the Performers take no - 


* money of their cuſtomers,.— 
« -at leaſt they received nothing 
« from me but a bit of ſtiff pa- 
per, that was given me by his 
&* worſhip's ſteward :—And it is 
well that they have ſo much 


&* conſcience, for there is nothing 


cc to 


0 
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te to be ſcen but a parcel of gran- 


« dees, and warriors, and out- 
% landiſh ſhepherdeſſes, with 
0 filver crooks, and new ſhorn 
« ſheep: who fight, and ſquall, 
« and ſpit their venom at each 


© other, like ſo many kittens -; 


« by moonſhine, But as I was 
« going to tell your honour, we 
« have no ſham work in our ex» 
* hibition. You will ſee a cou» | | 
„ ple of real lovers, ſwinging } 
« in a balcony as regularly 'as 
« the pendulum of an eight day 


clock 


— 
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& clock: keeping time to muſic 


* that will equal all the city-fifes, 
and drums, and kenle-drums, 

* that ever ſqueaked, and rang, 
* androared on a Lord Mayor's 
« day: In a word, for I hate 
* to be tedious, if your honour - 
« is deſirous of ſeeing a real 
«. thief in a mill, Mr. Le Flower 
4 ilk 


The declamatory inn-keeper, 


in all probability, would have 
prolonged his eloquent harangue 


ull midnight, had he not been 
briſkly 


- 
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briſkly interrupted in this place 
by Mr. Fletcher, who, on hear- 
ing his friend's name, was ſtruck 
with a thouſand unpleaſant ſur- 
miſcs. The ſubſequent intelli- 
gence he received, and a tran- 


ſient view of the mutilated pha- 


eton, which was ſtanding in he 


inn-yard, convinced him that 
his fears were but too well found- 
ed. All that he had, therefore, 
to do, was to haſten to the ſcene 
of action, to ſaye, if poſſible, the 
hapleſs 


at 


* 
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hapleſs culprits from the ignomi- 
nious fate that awaited them. 
We have before obſerved that 
Mr. Fletcher was an adept at an 
impromfuu: his conduct on this 
urgent occaſion will juſtify the 


remark. Having learnt, from 
the hoſt, the high conſtable's 


fingularities, particularly his at- 


tachment to the law, he was 
doubtful whether his mere -evi- 


dence would have weight ſuf- 


ficient to procure the releaſe of 


the priſoners. He concluded 


therefore 


4 4 
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therefore to aſſume the character 
of a lawyer, in order to humour 
the extravagance of this man of 
juſtice; and to baffle his under- 
ſtanding, by far-fetched argu» -. 
ments, couched in the moſt inex- 
plicable Jargon of the bar. 

e ſolemnly charge you,” ſaid 
he, as ſoon as he approached 
near enough to the mill to be 
heard, —< I charge you, at your 


peril, Mr. high conſtable, to put 
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« Firſt tell me your authority,“ 
replied the man of griſt, —© I 
ſtand here as the lawful repre- 


ſentative of our ſovereign lord 


the king, and, if I am not mit- 


taken, I am entitled to the ſole 
prefidentſhip of this court. 1 
ſhall be glad to be informed 
upon wha? ground you preſume 
to invade my right *” 

Upon the clear principle of 


Charta commumum libertatum, an- 


ſwered Mr. Fletcher, aſſuming a 


ferry 
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ſternneſs of countenance that com- 
manded immediate ſubmiſſion. 

« That may poſſibly be,” ſaid 
the high conſtable, who, although 
an excellent lawyer, like many 
of that honourable fraternity, did 
not underſtand an iota of Latin— 
© That may poſſibly be, but ne- 
-vertheleſs,” he continued, ſeizing 
the bridle of Mr. Fletcher's horſe, 
* you will be pleaſed to tell me 
who you are, from whence you 
came, and what is your bufineſs ?” 

If you will take the trouble 


E 2 to 
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to enquire at Weſtminſter Hall, 


1 Sir, you will ſoon learn who I 
am; my buſineſs is to procure an 
| 1 honourable diſcharge for that un- 
fortunate lady and gentleman: 


and, as to my profeſſion, I have 


the honour to call myſelf a bar- 
riſter, and a civilian.” 


« A civilian!” repeated the mil- 


ler, quitting the horſe's bridle, 


and retreating a few ſteps back- 


wards,—** That entirely alters the 
caſe, I have a great regard for 
the profeflors of the old Roman 


SST 
9 


SOLITARY CASTLE. gz 


law, asI think a knowledge of it 
muſt conſequently tend to throw 
much light on our modern parli- 
amentary acts. If therefore you 
will give me ſufficient reafons 
why I ought to diſcharge the, 
priſoners, I ſhall have no objec- 
tion to the granting of your re- 
queſt.” 1-268 


« Firſt, then,” ſaid Mr. Fletch- 


er, determined to overwhelm him 


with a torrent of words, © I ſhall 


* 


begin with quoting the laws of the 
Anglo-Saxons, for I need go no 


E 3 farther 
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farther for a precedent. We 


have the evidence of Simeon of 


Durham to prove that, in the reign 
of Canute or Hardiknute the fourth 


Daniſh King of England, three 


young and beautiful court ladies, 
in diſguiſe, returning from a nup- 
tial feaſt by moonlight, were ar- 
reſted at the foot of an oak tree, 

by a juſtice of the peace, and“ 
* A juſtice of the peace,“ in- 
terrupted the miller,—** that caſe 
is not in point. My office is 

amerely that of high conſtable.” 
„ 'True, 


4 
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* True, Sir, Conſtabularius Regis, 
I underſtand you. But it is much 
the ſame thing : for they are both 
the lawful repreſentatives of the 
king. Now. the queſtion that 
naturally ariſes, is, whether theſe 
agents of majeſty have a right to 
apprehend and detain the king's 
liege ſubjeQs. Here are two things 
neceſſary to be confidered, which 
are really diftint from each o- 
cher: namely the right of appre- 
henſion, and the right of deten- 


tion, The former appears, at 
E 4 firſt 


— 


;s SOLITARY CASTLE. 


firſt ſight, the moſt important, and 
the latter feems to be only an in- 
cidental queſtion ariſing from the 
other. But we ſhall find that it 
becomes the main point, by the 
fatal conſequences that may ariſe 
from its improper exerciſe. Do 
we not find in the 24th article of 
Magna Charta, that Liber homo non 
amercietur, a free man ſhall not 
be puniſhed for a ſmall fault. And 
again, Et villanus eodum modo amer- 
cietur ſalvo wainagio ſus, ft inciderint 
in miſericordiam mſtram; et——" 


“Enough 


SOLITARY CASTLE. 7 
Enough! enough! my dear 
friend,” cried the high conſtable z 
« you need fay no more. By my 
foul I underſtandthoroughly every 
ſyllable you have ſpoken. Your 


learned arguments have perfectly 


convinced me of -my error, and 


the priſoners ſhall be diſcharged.” 
So ſaying he ran towards Mr. 


Fletcher with open arms, and 


pulled him from his horſe, ſo pre- 
cipitately that they were both, for 
ſome moments, loſt in a cloud of 
meal that iſſued from his clothes. 


Having 


* 
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Having thus fortunately pro- 
cured their diſmiſſion from con- 
finement, Mr. Fletcher conducted 
the captives back to the village 
tavern, where they remounted 
the phacton, while he rode for- 
ward to Loughborough for the 
purpoſe of preparing for them 
dreſſes more ſuitable to their rank 


and ſituation. 


CHAP. 
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CHAT FT E8&.. a. 


THE ALARM, 


Havi NG been conducted to 
the principal houſe of entertain- 
ment in Loughborough, Miſs 


Vernon was accompanied by the 


chambermaid to a private apart- 


ment, where ſhe found an ele- 


gant and ſplendid arrangement 


of 


Ls 
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of ready made habits which had 
been prepared for her ſelection. 
A young milliner, at the ſame 
time, attended her in quality of 
drefler, 


Margaret was but little moro 


inclined to this borrowed fincry - 
than to the vulgar habiliments in 
which ſhe was clad. Compelled, 


however, to wear the one or the 


other, ſhe preferred the plaineſt 
dreſs that could be found in the 


whole aſſortment: nor could all 


the cloquence of the ſprightly 


little 
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little milliner prevail upon her to 
add to ut, a wreath of flowers, or 
a ſingle oſtrich feather. On her 
appearance in the parlour of the 
inn, ſhe found a flight refreſh- 
ment, conſiſting of wine and 


fruits, which had been ordered 
by Mr. Fletcher, in her abſence. 


The elegance of manners and 


marked politeneſs of this gentle» 
man had given her an opinion of 
him ſo extremely favourable that 
ſhe now determined to break the 
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vow ſhe had formerly made, and 
once more ſue for a protector. 
The repaſt being finiſhed, and 
the waiters, as well as Mr. Le 
Fleur, having left the room, the 
preſent was judged a favourable 
eriſis for the trial of her eloquence. 
She, therefore, rallied her de— | 
preſſed ſpirits, and whilz a deep 
ſigh eſcaped from her boſom, and 
her fine blue eyes were modeſtly 
fixed on the ground, ſhe began 
her ſtory. Mr. Fletcher, being 
well aware of her deſign, did not 


wait 
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wait for the termination of her 
tale, but briſkly interrupted her, 
by offering his ſervices in a man- 
ner highly gallant and engaging. 
He acknowledged that, in com- 
pliance with the urgent ſolicita- 
tions of a friend, he had engaged 
in the ſpecious ſtratagem of allur- 
ing her from home, —a ſtratagem 
which, he was free to own, was 
extremely mean and contempti- 
ble: that, before he had ſcen her, 
he had been ſtrangely prepoſſeſſed 
in her fayour, and that ſhe had 

fince 
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fince ſo powerfully influenced his 


aaſections, that he was ready to 
1 devote, not only his utmoſt abili- 
ties, but even his life to her ſer- 


vice, —a life which would be no 


longer worth ſuſtaining, unleſs 


| ſhe would favour him with ſome 


mark of her eſteem. 
% Margaret, to ſpeak the truth, 
was not greatly diſpleaſed at this 


laſt declaration, Such extraya- 


gant profeſſions of love, however, 


from a man who was ayowedly 


the agent of another, did not fail 


— — ——  —— — — — —— * E * 
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to ſtrike her in a moſt ridiculous 
point of view. With a prompt- 
nels not ill ſuited to the occafion, 
ſhe exclaimed— 

© Whoever, Sir, this friend may 
be, whom you have mentioned, 
he has certainty made choice of a 
very faithful ſubſtitute: your 
friendſbip cannot be too mueh ad- 
mired.“ 
„ Judge of me as you pleaſe,” 
replied Mr. Fletcher, with con- 


fidence,.—“ call me a traitor, if 


you will; for I had rather be a 


Vor. II. F traitor 


6 SOLITARY CASTLE, 


traitor to my friend than the ac- 
complice of his crimes. What- 
ever are my failings, I am not 
deſtitute of compaſſion. Have I 
not beheld your ſufferings? and 
ſhall I not rather avenge your 
wrongs -with the laſt drop of my 
blood, than inhumanly ſuffer them 
to be avgmented?” 

* If you are in carneſt, Sir, 
you will permit me to return to 
that home from which you con- 
feſs I have been fo cruelly ſe- 


duced.” 


« On 
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« On my honour I will grant 
you every thing you can defire, 
after you have bleſſed me with 
what I have before ſolicited, — 
ſome tender erneſt of your ac- 
knowledgment. I requeſt but 
one word, one look of kindneſs. 
Tell me that you have already 
forgiven me for the deſpicable 
part which I have a@ed,—that 
you do not look upon me with 
total indifference, and my happi- 
neſs will be perfect.“ | 

Alas,“ ſaid Margaret, © how 

F 2 ſhall - 
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ſhall I reply to this extravagance? 
Why ſhould I be ſo mean as to 


diſſemble, or fo unjult as to ſuſ- 


pect you of premeditated cruelty? 


Has any unguarded expreſſion 
eſcaped me, to occaſion your e 


traordinary conduct?“ 


2 — — ps — 
3 — 
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6 muſt not deny,“ anſwered 


Mr. Fletcher, with ſome precipt- 
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highly flattering and preſumptu- 


ous. Do not let this frank decla- 
ration offend you, Madam,—lI am 


above 
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above hypocriſy: In ſhort I love 
you to madneſs, and my thoughts, 
and actions, like thoſe of all other 
lunatic, are wild and unreaſona- 
ble. Like them I imagine my- 
ſelf happier than I really am, and 
find molt pleaſure when my fren- 
zy is at its higheſt pitch.“ 

* Theſe, I ſuppoſe, Sir,” ſaid 
Margaret, © are the fallies of 
fancy that vanity in its career 


* Talk not of vanity,” 


bl 


inter= 
rupted Mr, Fletcher, © were I to 
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confult my own merit, humility 


would deprive me of hope. To 


be ſerious with yon, Madam, I 


have no other pretenſions to your 
favour than ſincerity, and an ho- 
neſt heart. It is not in my power 
to flauer you; for I am far from 
being rich in the expreſſions of 
modern gallantry. 'The unmean- 
ing rhapſodies, and vapid effuſions 
of novels and romances are to me 
abſolutely unintelligible. I do 
not abound in words, — I cannot 


expreſs more than I feel, but I 


fcel 
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feel infinitely more than I can 
expreſs.” 

8 For heaven's ſake to what 
point does all this tend?“ 

(To our mutual happineſs,” 
ſaid Mr. Fletcher, “if you will 
no longer pretend to miſunder- 
ſtand me.“ 

« How unreaſonable!“ ex- 


claimed Margaret,.“ Have! not 


heard you with patience? and do 
not theſe bluſhes inform you, that 
I am not {killed in diflimulation?” 
This unexpected, but explicit 

F 4 diſ- 
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diſcovery of Margaret's real ſen- 
timents, fo tranſported Mr. Flet- 
cher with pleafure, thar, for the 
firſt time in his life, he was thrown 
off his guard, inſomuch that he 
began to pour forth whole vollies 
of thoſeromantic flames andearts, 
which he had juſt before exclaim- 
ed againſt fo furiouſly. Nor did 
his imprudence ſtop here: for, 
preſuming too much on Miſs Ver- 


non's unguarded ſimplicity, and 
the candour of her declarations, he 
advanced, ſtep by ſtep, to the moſt 


vVIWA4I- 
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unwarrantable extent of inſulence; 
preſſing her, with encreafing ok 
dour, to reply to his paſſion; till 
at length he had the temetity to 
take liberties, which compelled 
her to alarm. the family, by 
ſhricking for aſſiſtance. 

It ſhould have been before ob- 
ſerved that the parlour 120 which 
they had been introduced, was 
adjoining to another apartment, 
where there was a convivial party 
at dinner. The two rooms were 


ſeparated only by a thin partitien, 
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in which was x ſmall glaſs win- 
dow, blinded on the outer fide by 
2 green curtain, which the pierc- 
ing ſcreams of Margaret had 
cauſed to be drawn alide, and, in 
the ſame inſtant, the room was 


thronged with military officers. 


CHA P- 
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A DISCOVERY, 


<c 

DUFFER me to tell you,” 
cried Mr. Fletcher, quitting Mar- 
garet's hand, and advancing to- 
wards the officers, as they entered 
the room, —“ Suffer me to tell 


you, gentlemen, that this intruſion 


is highly rude and unwarrantable.” - 


44 | Wc 
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« We did not come uncalled, 
Sir,* anſwered the foremoſt of | 
the band, a tall, thin figure, with 
2 countenance unuſually pale and 
fickly. 

And pray, Sir, by whom 
were you invited hither?” rejoined 
Mr. Fletcher. 

« I was ſummoned by the 


voice of diftreſs. That unfortu- 


* 


nate lady 


“ Has no need of your aſſiſt- 
ance. If it be not a requeſt too. 


impertinent, 


SOLITARY CASTLE. 77 


impertinent, I ſhould with to be 
informed, Sir, who you are? 

« A Britiſh officer.“ 

« On half pay, no doubt,” re- 
joined Mr. Fletcher,“ if one may 
judge by your woeful aſpe&! 
and your name, I prefume, is Fa- 
mine. Therefore, Captain Famine, 


if you do not follow the advice of 


a friend, and withdraw, you muſt 


take the conſequences of your te- 


merity.“ 
= By heaven!“ exclaimed the 
officer, clapping his hand to his 
_ ſword, 
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ſword, and throwing himſelf into 

| an attitude of defence, By 
heaven and earth, this is adding 

inſult to infamy.” | 

* Look you, my friend, . cried 

Mr. Fletcher, © you need not give 

yourſelf the trouble of drawing 

your ſword, for 1 never fight with 

apparitions. I have already lcarnt 

the inutility of purſuing ſhadows.” 

2 Deſpicable coward!” cried 

the irritated officer, draw this 

inſtant, or may I periſh i. 

Hold, Sir,” ſaid Mr. Fletcher, 


coolly 
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coolly approaching his adverſary, 
&« If you perſiſt in giving a looſe 
to this exceſs of paſſion, the hur- 
ricane will moſt certainly ſhatter 
your tender fabric into atoms, I 
am not ignorant of your benevo- 
lent intentions. Vou came here 
wich a deſign to ſucecur this diſ- 
treſſed lady. Your ill ſucceſs, 
therefore, is not owing to your- 
ſelf, but merely to Dame Nature, 


who unluckily has been ſo per- 


verſe as to deny you every requi- 
ſite 


Errant. 
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ſite for the character of a knight 


5 


* My God ! this is beyond all 
endurance,” cried the officer, his 


mouth frothing with the violence 


of his tranſport. In the ſame in- 


Kant he ſhifted his ſword to his 
left hand, and with the other 
fnatching an empty decanter, 
which ſtood on the table, he hurled 


- Atwith ſuch violence at his oppo- 


nent, that, ſtriking him on the 


_ forehead, it forced him to ſtagger 


back- 
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backwards, and for an inſtant de- 
prived him of ſenſe. 

The provoking ſmile which 
_ dwelt upon the face of Mr. 
Fletcher, wasnot much diminiſhed 
by the wound that he had juſt re- 
ceived, It became however the 
ſmile of indignation rather than of 
contempt. His eyes ſparkled with 
intenſe pain, and a purple ſtream 


ſpouted from his forehead, like a 


fountain, He approached the of- | 


ficer, and with an air of plea- 


ſantry, which was at the ſame 
Vor. II. G time, 


$: SOLITARY CASTLE. 


time, ſufficiently inſulting, pro- 
nounced the following ludicrous 
harangue. 

« Sir Knight of the rueful coun- 
tenance, if the laws of chivalry, 
and the preſence of this beautiful 
damfel did not forbid me to return 
the injury 1 have juſt received, 
in a manner beneath my rank, by 
the bright ſun that ſhines, I would 
forthwith ſtrike you into annihila- 
tion. You are indeed much too 
contemptible to be conſidered in 
the light of a ſerivus enemy; if 


however 
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however you will favour me with 


your name and addreſs, I will 
meet you at a more ſeaſonable op- 
portunity, and give your dreary 
ſemblance a paſſport tothe Elyſian 
ſhades.” 

The officer did not deign to 
make any anſwer to this fingular 


oration, but taking a card from 
his pocket book, wrote his addreſs, 
and preſenting it to his antagoniſt 
demanded his name in return. No 


ſooner had the latter declared thar 


his name was Fletcher, pan a 


G2 gen- 
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gentleman, who was among the 
croud that had entered the room, 
exclaimed aloud © That I deny.” 

I have not the honour of 
knowing you, Sir,” replied Mr. 
Fletcher, greatly ſurpriſed, bur 
I muſt take the liberty to obſerve 
that your denial is not leſs unman- 


nerly than it is raſh and inſolont.“ 


* However raſh it may be,“ re- 
Joined the ſtranger, who, by his 
regimental appeared to be a M3- 


or in the Eaſt India ſervice, 
© hows 


SOLITARY CASTLE & 
* however inſolent, I will defend 
« with my life.” 

cc Another hero II find, like 
the lion on the ant-hill, I am not 
likely to fall ſhort of affailants. 
T have however the ſatisfaction of 
perceiving that they are all equally 
inſignificant. They may indeed 
Ning, but they cannot wound.“ 

« Wretched impoſtor ! vocife- 
rated the ſtranger. 

e You are at liberty to compli- 


ment me with as many opprobri- 


ous epithets as you pleaſe. I have 


3 


G 3 already ah b 
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already one engagement on my 
hands, and am not defirous of 
contracting another, eſpecially 
with a man who is ſo unlike my 
quondam antagoniſt that his mar- 
tial appearance would frighten 
Mars himſelf into hyſterics. A 
man armed at all points :—a ſe- 
cond Sir Jahn Daw, ſo hung with 
pikes, halberts, petronels, calibers, 
and muſkets, that he looks exactly 
| like a juſtice of peace's hall.” 


This gaiety,“ ſaid the ſtranger, 


« isI fear, merely artificial. To 


rejoice - 
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rejoice amidſt the tortures of con- 
ſcience is ſeldom the privilege of 
a murtherer.” 

At the charge of murder Mr. 
Fletcher's pleaſantry inſtantane- 
ouſly: vaniſhed, and a conſcious 
gloom overſpread his viſage. In 
quick and broken periods, he 
demanded an explanation. 

Since you defire me to ex- 
plain,” ſaid the Major, I ſhall 


be ſufficiently clear and conciſe. 


I have called you a murtherer, 
and I believe you will acknow- 


CG 4 ledge 
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ledge that I have ample ground 
for the accuſation, when, to your 
confuſion, I inform you that my 
name is Berkley, and that I was 
the ſecond of the unhappy young 
man whom you aſſaſſinated at 
Mladraſs, - baſely and treacherouſly 
aſſaſſinated, in the very moment 
that you hailed him by the name 
of friend.” 

If to meet a man of honour 
in the field be to deſerve the cha- 
racer of an aſſaſſin,” anſwered 
Alr. Fletcher, with warmth, © then 

indeed 


* 


SOLITARY CASTLE. 29 


indeed am I the very monſter you 
have repreſented.” 


* underſtand you,” rejoined 


the ſtranger, „you would claim 
the privileges of a duelliſt, but you 
cannot ſhelter yourſelf behind ſo 
mean a ſubterfuge. The aggra- 
vated inſults which, on your part, 
preceded the conteſt, and the un- 
fair advantages of which you as 
vailed yourſelf, are convincing 
proofsof your cruel and ſ. anguinary 
intentions. I ſhall ſay nothing of 


your ſubſequent conduct. Your 


flight 
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flight from India was the natural 
conſequence of that fear which 
ever haunts the guilty mind: and 
to aſſume a fiAitious name was, 
at leaſt, political. I have now, 
Sir, given the explanation which 
you requeſted: in order, howe- 
ver, to juſtify my firſt affertion, 
which you were pleaſed to call 
raſh and unmannerly, I muſt take 
the liberty of informing this com- 
pany that you have hitherto worn 
the maſk of an impoſtor : and that 


your 
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your real name is not Fletcher, 

but aj 
On hearing her own name pro- 
nounced, Margaret, who regards 
leſs of the diſpute, had been 
brooding over her ſecret ſorrows, 
ſtarted from her reverie with ſur- 
priſe and agitation. Her eyes 
were inſtantly rivetted on the ſup- 
poſitious Fletcher, and while ſhe 
ſurveyed every feature, with the 
minuteſt accuracy, her boſom 
throbbed with ſuſpicions which 
ſhe 


% SOLITARY CASTLE, 


ſhe had neither ſtrength nor cou- 
rage to reveal. 


Meanwhile the quarrel grew 


more and more violent, till it was 


agreed by both parties that the 
affair ſhould be determined on 


the ſpot. Fire arms were, at 


length procured : the Major hav- 
ing won the firſt fire had juſt le- 


velled his piſtol at his adverſary's 


breaſt, and was on the point of 


pulling the trigger, when, to the 


utter aſtoniſhment of all preſent, 


Miſs Vernon ſprang forward and, 


arreſting: 


4 
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arreſting his arm, cried ©* Spare 
him ! in pity fpare him, for he is 
my PROTHER! 

The Major immediately turned 
aſide his piſtol, The new dif- 


covered relatives gazed at each 


other in ſilence, whilſt all was 


doubt, confuſion, and anxiety. 
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re XVIII. 


A RESOLUTION, 


T. E reader will recollect that 
Captain Vernon for reaſons then 
aſſigned had changed his name 
with his fituation. It was there- 
fore impoſſible that Fletcher could 


have the moſt diſtant ſuſpicion 


that the perſon whom he had, at 
firſt, 
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firſt, been engaged to carry off 
for his friend, and afterwards had 
wiſhed to ſeduce for himſelf, was 
any other than a perfect ſtranger 
to him, and to his family. He 
had, too, upon his return to Eng- 
land, made every poſſible enquiry 
after his father but could only 
learn in general, that he had 
withdrawn himſelf entirely from 
all commerce with the world, and 
bad fixed his reſidence in ſome 
ſolitary ſituation abroad. Judge, 
then what muſt have been his aſ- 

toniſh» 
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toniſhment at this diſcovery of his 
ſiſter. It was equalled only by 
the effeRt which it had upon his 
mind and ſentiments, and by the 
total change which it produced in 
his diſpoſition and conduct. 

A mutual confidence very ſoon 


took place between the brother 
and ſiſter. With the moſt artleſs 
fimplicity; ſhe communicated to 
him every thing that had happen- 
ed to her, fince their father's re- 
tirement: while he, on the other 


hand, explained to her as much of 


his 


* 
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his own ſtory as was neceſſary, or 
proper for her to know. Every 
word that he heard, every word 
that he uttered, raiſed in him the 
moſt poignant feelings of ſelf re- 
proach, From this moment his 
reſolution was fixed: and he de- 
termined, at all hazards, to be 
the protector, and preſerver of 
that innocence which, not an hour 
before, he had been as determin- 
ed to betray and to ruin. | 

What ſteps were to be taken 
for this purpoſe was now the queſ- 

Vor. II. 1 tion. 
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tion, Nor was there any time to 
be loft in deliberation. They 
much wiſhed that Le Fleur could 


have been kept out of the ſecret ; 


as his connection with Chartres, 
they feared, might throw inſuper- 
able difficulties in the execution 
of any plans they might be able 
to concert. But this was impoſſi- 


ble. The diſcovery made before 


ſo large a company muſt inevita- 


bly reach his ears. Fletcher thero- 


fore reſolved to communicate it to 
him himſelf; as being the moſt 
. probable 


.* 


SOLITARY CASTLE. 99 


probable method of gaining his 
confidence and immediately in- 


troduced him to Margaret as his 
beloved and only ier. The ef- 


fect was juſt what he wiſhed. 


Le Fleur was ſenſibly touched 
with a diſcovery equally unexpec- 
ted and fortunate. He felt the 
ſtrongeſt remorſe at the unworthy 
part he had been acting, and af- 
ſured Margaret that he would 
make her every compenſation in 
his power, by the ſtricteſt fidelity 
to her intereſt, Fletcher, howe- 


rg ver, 


\* 
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yer, wiſhed to remove him, as 
foon as poſſible, from the preſent 
ſcene. He therefore diſpatched 


him immediately to London, with 
directions to make all proper pre- 
parations at his houſe for the re- 
ception of his fiſter: requeſting 
him, at the ſame time, to avoid, 
with the utmoſt care a meeting 
with Chartres: and to preſerve to 
all their acquaintance the ſtricteſt 
ſilence as to what had happened. 
Fletcher and his fiſter followed 


him, the next morning in the pha- 


cton:: 
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eton; and they reached London 
by eaſy ſtages, on the evening of 
the third day from their depar- 
ture. The journey completed in 


Fletcher what the diſcovery had 


began. He liſtened to the con- 


verfation of Margaret with en- 
creaſing delight: and he felt him- 
ſelfevery moment more and more 
intereſted in her happineſs. She 
wanted indeed every improve- 
ment, and was defective 1 in every 5 : 
thing that could be called acc. 2 

— 4 her == 
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adorned with every natural beauty: 
and Fletcher felt an inward pride 
in the refolution he had formed 
of adding to theſe gifts of nature 
every poſſible advantage of culti- 
vation and refinement: and of 
ſhewing her to the world, at a 
proper time, in all the luſtre of 
accompliſhment and elegance. 
But a ſtill higher ſatisfaction aroſe 
in his mind, from the benefit he 
foreſaw would be derived to him- 
ſelf from this pleaſing employ- 
virtues of his 

later 


meat, Having the 


* 
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ſiſter conſtantly before his eyes, 


and hourly qpening upon him 
with freſh attractions, how was it 
poſſible, he thought, but ſome 
ſhare of them muſt be tranſ- 
planted into his own boſom. 
During their journey, much of 
their converſation turned upon 
the diftreſsful ſituation of their 
father. At the inſtant, therefore, 
of their arrival in London, Mr. 
Fletcher ſent him the following 


leuer by the poſt. 


» 4 Dear 
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Dear Sir, 

This letter will bring you moſt 
welcome owe. Your beloved 
daughter is ſafe and well. She is 
ſafe under the protection of one 
who is now not aſhamed to 
call himſelf her brother and 
your ſon. Yes, Sir, I have been 
the happy inſtrument of her de- 
liverance and ſecurity, But what 
do I owe to her in return? I owe 


to her a deliverance of infinitely 


great importance, -a deliverance. 


from vice and folly! I owe to her 


a return 
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a return to thoſe paths of honour 


and virtue from which I ſhould 


never have deviated had your ex- 
ample been, as it ought to have 
X 

been, my guide. I cannot now 
enter into particulars: theſe muſt 
be reſerved for our happy meet- 


ing. Let this meeting, dear Sir, 
be as ſpeedy as poſſible. Delay 
not a moment to gladden the 
hearts of a ſon and a daughter, 
who have now no anxiety hut 
upon your account: and who 


wait with impatient ardour to 


throw 
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throw themſelves at your feet, 
and to receive, one of them your 


forgiveneſs, and beth your bleſt- 


ing. 
J. G. 


P. 8. You will find us in Hano- 
ver Square, by enquiring for Mr. 
Fleicher. | 


CHAP- 
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Ox his arrival in town, Mr. 
F letcher,—tfor in order to avoid 
obſcurity in the narrative, we ſhall 
ſtill call him by that name, - im- 
mediately drove to his houſe in 
Hanover Square, where he found 
every thing ready for the recep» 


tion 


xi SOLITARY CASTLE 


tion of his ſiſter. Mr. Le Fleur 


had, with great caution, followed 
the inſtructions he had received: 
and the unexpected diſcovery 
that had taken place, on the 
road, remained a moſt profound 
ſecret. 

The firſ object, that Fletcher 
had in view was to prevent the 
- vifits of Chartres to his houſe, 
null with the aſſiſtance of a few of 


his ſeleR friends, he ſhould hit 
upon ſome exp. dient to diſengage 


himſelf entirely from his acquaint- 


anccs 
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ö 
ance. Among the foremoſt whom 


he conſulted on this occaſion was 
Sir William Chambers, a gen- 
tleman of large fortune, and of 
much intrinfic merit. Mr. Flet- 
cher returned with him from the 
Eaſt Indies, in the ſame ſhip, and 
having procured his friendſhip 
during the voytge, had been for- 


tunate enaugh to preſerve it ever 


ſince. 


Her brother's recital of Miſs 
Vernon's ſtory, particularly affe- 
ed Sir William. He found him- 
ſelf 
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ſelf uncommonly intereſted in her 

fate, and ardently wiſhed to be 
introduced to her acquaintance. 

The ſimple, but lovely attractions 

of Margaret are already familiar 

to the reader: he will not there- | 
fore be ſurpriſed that Sir William 1 


ſhould meet her with aſtoniſhment 


*þ 
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, on admiration. He found her in 


the luxuriant bloom of youth 
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„ Fair as the ſummer beauty of the fields, 
As opening flowers, untainted yet with winds, 


The pride of nature, and the joy of ſenſe,” 


— —— — — — ———C— . 


Sir William's vifits to his friend 
were, 
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were, of courſe, more frequent 
than ever: and they were far from 
being diſagreeable to Margaret. 
But, we are unwilling to depict a 
ſcene, in which we have moſt 
probably been anticipated, and 
therefore ſhall only obſerve that 
like Mark Anthony and Cleopa- 
tra, © They ſaw each other every 
day, and all the day, and every 
day was ſtill but as the firſt.” _. 
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As the only effectual means 
of avoiding the company of Mr. 
Chartres, which in the preſent 
crifis would have been peculiarly 


unwelcome, Mr. Fletcher deter- 


mined to attend his fiſter to a 


ſmall, but delightful villa, on the 
banks 
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banks of the Thames, which had 
lately been purchaſed by Sir Wil- 
liam Chambers, but was at pre- 
fent inhabited by a near relation 
of his, a Mrs. Herbert, a widow 
lady of conſiderable fortune. Sir 


William, of courſe, was of the 


party, and his preſence did not a 


litle contribute to enliven the 


ſcene. He was a young man 
who, having been converſant with 
* courts and camps,” had gained 
a thorough knowledge of the 
world. He was poſlcfied alſo of 
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that pleaſing flexibility of manners 
which is the true characteriſtic of 
good breeding. In ſhort, altho', 
like the hero of a romance, he 


had not abſolutely arrived at the 


perfection of human nature, yet 
he had but few defects, and even 
thoſe paſſed undiſcovered among 
his many virtues and accompliſh- 
ments, 

There were ſeveral other viſt- 
tors, of both ſexes, at Mrs. Her- 
bert's, moſt of them young people 
of faſhion, Eath member of this 


rural 
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rural ſociety, diſplaying ſome pe- 
culiar excellence of character, 


brought in his ſhare of knowledge 


to the general ſtock: and a liberal 
ſupply of entertainment was ſoon 
collected, in order to ſupport them 
amidſt the gloom and liſtleſſneſs 
of a country life: and alſo to for- 


tify them againſt the formidable 


deſcriptions of balls, galas, ope- 


ras, and celebrations that would 
inevitably pour in upon them from 
town. : 


Mrs, Herbert being particularly 
12 fond 
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fond of theatrical amuſements, 2 
plan for a private performance of 
ſome of Shakeſpeare's plays, was 
ſubmitted to the company by Sir 
William Chambers. All reſerve 
and affeRation was immediately 
baniſhed the circle, and every in- 
dividual became a voluntary actor. 
A gothic temple, in the garden 
was fitted up, with proper ſcenes 
and decorations, and converted 
into a theatre, which although 


not adorned with * vaſt columns, 


gilded cornices, and high roofs,” 


u';< 
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was f pacious enough to anſwer 


every defirable purpoſe. 


Three evenings in the week be- 


ing devoted to actual repreſenta- 


tions, the performers generally 


reſorted, before dinner, to a grove, 


at the diſtance of ſome few fields 
from the garden, in order to re- 
hearſe their reſpective parts. A 
green plat had purpoſely been 


formed in the middle of the grove, 


acroſs which the thick branches 
of the over- arching elms threw a 
continual ſhade. Chocolate was 


13 ſerved 
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ſerved up from benches placed at 
convenient diſtances, round this 
litle amphitheatre: and the freſh 
verdure of the ſurrounding ſhrubs 
and buſhes, with the melody of 
the feathered tribe, who were the 
only muficians on the occaſion, 
ſerved altogether to render it a 
moſt delightful promenade. 

One morning on their return 
from this ſcene champetre, they 
were agreeably entertained by a 
party of country girls, who while 
they ſat ſpinning under ſome 


trees 
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trees by the road-fide, alternately 
ſung a verſe of an old Engliſh 
Chronicle. 


„The hero of the ballad which 
you have juſt heard,” ſaid Sir 


William, © was a valiant knight, 
a cotemporary of the renowned 
Robin Hood, named Sir Godfrey 
of the Valley, who diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf during the civil wars, in 
the reign of Richard the Firſt. 
The country people are always 
wonderfully delighted with theſe 
legendary tales: and Shakeſpeare 
_ 1 had 
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had undoubtedly an eye to this 
ſpecies of compoſition when he 
wrote the following lines, which 


we rehearſed this morning. 


— — Mark it Ceſario, 
* The ſpinfters, and the knitters in the ſun, 


« And the ſree maids, that weave their thread 
with bones, 
Do uſe to chant it.“ 


« Nor is it in England alone 
that this ſpecies of hiſtory is fo 
much admired, Monſieur Ber- 


quin, a member of the Royal 


Academy at Paris, ſume years ago, 


wrote 
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wrote an elegant poem, the ſub- | 
ject of which was taken from a 
popular legend, called © Sante 
Gene vie ve des bois, or the loves 
of Earl Siffred and the maid of 
Brabant. There is ſo much ge- 
nius and fancy in this poem, and 
the ſentiments running through 
it, are at once fo juſt, natural, 
and elegant, that I have at- 
tempted to clothe it in an Engliſh 
dreſs. The taſk, I mid own, 
was rather hazardous on many 
accounts. If however you will 


have 
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have the goodneſs to excuſe a 
tranſlation that does not profeſs to 
preſerve all the ſpiritand energy of 
the original, I will take the liberty 
of reciting it: and ſhall only ob- 
ſerve, by way of preface, that 
Earl Siffred Palatin, the hero of 
the piece, was a knight of the 
ancient Teutonic order, the hiſtory 
of which I cannot better relate 
to you than in the words of a late 
celebrated nobleman. 

* In the ages of ignorance, 


which is always the mother of 
ſuperſtition, 
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ſuperſtition, it was thought not 


only juſt, but meritorious, to pro- 


pagate religion by fire and ſword, 
and to take away the lives and 
properties of unbcliovers. This 
enthuſiaſm produced the ſeveral 
ctoiſadoes, in the eleventh, twelfth, 
and following centuries: the ob- 
ject of which was, to recover the 
holy land out of the hands of the 
Infidels: who, by the way, were 
the law ful poſſeſſors. Many ho- 


neſt enthuſiaſts engaged in theſe 


.croiſadoes, from a miſtaken prin- 
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ciple of religion, and from the par- 
dons granted by the Popes for all 
the fins of thoſe pious adventur- 
ers: but many more knaves, a- 


dopted theſe holy wars, in hopes 


of conqueſt and plunder. 
« After Godfrey of Bouillon, 
at the head of theſe knaves and 


fools, had taken Jeruſalem, in the 


year 1099, chriſtians of various 


nations remained in that city: 
among the reſt, one good honeſt 
German, that took particular care 
of his countrymen who came thi- 


ther 
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ther in Pilgrimages. He built a 
houſe for their reception, and an 
hoſpital, dedicated to the Virgin. 
This little eſtabliſhment ſoon be- 
came a great one, by the enthu- 
ſiaſm of many conſiderable peo- 
ple who engaged in it, in- order 
to drive the Saracens out of the 
holy land. This ſociety then be- 
gan to take its firſt form, and its 


members were called Marian 


Teutonic knights. Marian, from 


their chapel, ſacred to the Virgin 
Mary: Teutonic from the Ger- 


man, 
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man, or Teuton who was the au- 


thor of it: and knights, from the 
wars which they were to carry 
on againſt the Infidels. 

*« Theſcknights behaved them- 
ſelves ſo bravely at firſt, that Duke 
| Frederic of Suabia,, who was ge- 
neral of the German Army in the 


holy war, ſent, in the year 1191 
to the Emperor Pope Celeſtin the 
Third, to deſire that the brave 
and charitable fraternity might be 
incorporated into a regular order 
of 
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of knighthood, which was accor- 
dingly done.” 

Sir William, having concluded 
his preface, juſt as they arrived at 


the garden-gate, the company re- 
tired to an alcove which termina- 
ted a ſhady walk, where, ſeating 
himſelf by the fide of Margaret, 
he produced his manuſcript and 


began to read as follows. 


SAINT 
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SAINT GENEVIEVE, 
OF THE 
WOOD VS. 


F ROM ancient Brabant's princely race, 
The artleſs Geneviva ſprung : 
Youth ſmil'd upon her blooming face, 
And V irtue's precepts graced her tongue. 


Though twenty bore . old efſay'd 
In tournaments to ſnare her charms, 

Earl Siſfry claim'd the lovely maid, 
And won her to his gallant arms. 


The ſoft delights that lovers prove, 
| When firſt in ſhady groves they meet, 
Such bliſs was their's,—their wedded love, 
Ho chaſte, how innocent, how ſweet ! 
ua 
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What ſpeaking fighs, what filent vows, — 
Exch day preſenting ſomething new: 

The turtles on their garden boughs _ 
Migne well have learnt from them to woo, 


But ſhrieking fifes, and roaring drums + 
The bridegroom's frighted car invade; 
And lo! adreadful (ſummons comes, 


To cite him to the dire cruſade. 


Honour and love his thoughts divide, 
To ſtay is death, —but ah ! to parts 

To leave his fond, his faithful bride,” 
The mere idea rends his heart. 

One morning grey, ere Sol appears, 
While Genevieve ſecurely leeps, 

He bathes her ſnowy hand with tears, 
And ſoftly from her pillow creeps, | 
Vol. Il. K The 
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The pang that ſhook the warrior's breaſt, 
At this ſad moment, who can tell? 


A laſt embrace he fears to wreſt, 
Nor dare he bid her once, Farewell. 


He parts—returns—at length he flies 
Ah Genevieve thy fate's decreed ! 
For ere thou op'ſt thy ſtarry eyes, 
He guides afar his prancing ſteed. 


Lovely in tears appeared the bride ; 
Hertreach'rous ſteward view'd her charms, 
> And ev'ry ſordid project tried, 


To lure her to his guilty arms. 


Deep bluſhing, Genevieve decries 

The action which her ſoul abhorr'd 
When lo! the vengeful traitor hies, 

With ſland'rous tales to wound her lord. 


al 


nat 
* 
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« | 


Earl Siffred could have quitted life, | 
Wealth, honours, all, with equal mind, 
And but have wept tœ leave his wife, 
His deareſt Genevieve, behind. | 


But when he learnt her. ſad diſgrace, 
« Adultreſs turn'd”'—Oh banetul ſound? 
How did he ſtand, with pallid face, 
Heait-ſtruck, and all his ſenſes bound. 


Her death's refolv'd,—the mandate fent,— 
, When ſoon the Earl laments her fate z 
« Save her, he cried, I now relent.” — 


Raſh man, the pardon comes too late! 


The. Reward knew thy gen'rous ſoul, 
Was oft by meek ſubmiſſion bow'd; 
And haſten'd with the fatal ſcroll, 
To dam the ſtream whence mercy flow'd. 


K 2 Fair 
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« In pity, ſpare my wretched life, 
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Fair Genevieve had lately been 
By all a mother's pains oppreſt; 
The lovelieſt boy that e er was ſeen, 
Hung ſmiling on her ſnowy breaſt. 


Two hir'd aſſaſins guide her ſteps 
Acroſs a foreſt wild, and wide; 

The mother ſcreams,—the infant ſleeps, 
The infant to the mother tied, 


10 Dear friends avert that fatal knife, 
„Ah ſpare, —the cried, in accents wild, 


« Or take my life, but ſpare my child.” 


Sweet innocence, thy power's confeſt ; 
The readier villain ruthful ſtands ;— 
His lifted arm thy tears arreſt, 
The ſteel eſcapes his trembling hands. 
« Fly 


SOLITARY CASTLE. 133 


Fly Genevieve, —ſome ſtrange remorſe 
© Unarms me—Let thy fears ſubſide; 
« To yonder wood quick ſhape thy courſe, 

And in the tufted branches hide.” 


The wretched mother graſps her child, 
Reviews its charms with ſtreaming eyes; 


And ſoon ſhe ſcapes the dreary wild 
And through the leafy wood ſhe flies. 


Ah ! helpleſs victim, nuts'd in eaſe, 
What ſuſtenance canſt thou procure, 
Midſt ſolitary rocks and trees? 
Or how the midnight ſtorm end ure? 


* 


Drear evening comes, —by want oppreſt, -/ 
The infant yields a piercing cry, 

And ſeeks the mother's throbbing breaſt, 
But grief has drain'd its fountain dry. 

K 3 Ye 
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Ye feeling minds, the livelong night 
Her nature ſhiver'd ;—morn aroſe, 

Yet morning with its gladſome light 
Alas ! but ferv'd to ſwell her woes. 


In ſearch of fruits and bluſhing haws, 
Among the ruſtling boughs ſhe ſtrays ; 
With dread returns,—yet why that pauſe ? 

What object meets her ardent gaze? 


Beneath a ſpreading elm reclin'd, 
The ſmiling infant, void of fear, 
Is ſuckled by a milk white hind, 
Whoſe playful fawn is gamb'ling near, 


Great God ! a tender mother's heart 
Of all thy works, is nobleſt grown, 
Her child will live, his cares depart, 
And Genevieve forgets her own. 
Hard 
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Hard by a wretched hovel ſtood, 
In which were recent traces found, 
Of hungry bears that rov'd for food, 
And wolves that made the woods reſound. 


And here, depreſt by deadly fears, 
Lamenting her untimely doom, 

O'erwhelm'd with miſery and tears, 
The wand'rer finds a wretched home. 


Meanwhile the Earl accounts his bride 
Already rank'd among the dead : 

And now ſtrange doubts his mind divide, 
For now he fears ſhe guiltleſs bled. , 


What words, alas, can paint his grief? 


A ſickly terror chills his veins: 
Reſolv'd on death, he ſceks relief 
Midſt hoſtile troops, on diſtant plains. 
K 4 But 
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But death for ever flies the brave; 
The Earl is ta'en,—the battle o'er, 

Behold him, like the vileſt ſlave, 
Condemn'd to tug the lab'ring oar. 


Gev'n years his cruel chains he bears, 
At length his native home ſurveys: 


Yet ah! how fad that home appears, + 
How widely chang'd fince former days! 


His hall, where merry ſongfters roar'd, 
No thrilling note of gladneſs yields; 

Nor fragrant dainties grace his board, 
Nor flocks adorn his lighted fields. 


Lo! ſtruggling in the arms of death, 
The ſteward found a ſhort reprieve; 

And with his laſt expiring breath, 
Confirm'd the truth of Genevieve. 


Since 
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Since Siftred heard the fatal news, 
Dire images his ſoul affright : 

Slow ſtalking, near his couch, he views 
Her bleeding ſhade, each ftarry night. 


„ Ah! bard'rous ſpouſe belov'd in vain, 
„ Behold your ſpotleſs bride,” ſhe cries, 
The 'frighted: Earl attempts t' explain; 
But ere he ſpeaks the Phantom flies, 


Grief clouds the morning of his days, 
No caſe he knows. but in the chace, 
From dawn to dewy eve he ftrays, 


The tercor of the ſavage race. 


A through the ſhady woods he went, 
A milk-white hind one morn he ſpied; 
And ſcarce his twanging bow was bent, 
Ere the ſwift ſhaft tranfpierc'd her fide. 
Entangled 
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Entangled in a deep moraſs, 

His wounded prey he ſoon o'ertakes ; 
Conducted by the raffled graſs, 

And crimſon drops that ſtain the brakes. 


When lo! a groan affails his ears, 
And, (ſpringing from the gloomy wild, 
A naked, female form appears, | 
Whoſe arms ſupport a weeping child, 


Bluſhing, and fenceleſs to the view, 
The beauteous ſavage ſhook with fear ; 

O'er her bare breaſts her hair ſhe drew, 
And ſhrunk behind the bleeding deer. 


„ Unhappy mourner, dry thoſe tears; 
Why ſhunneſt thou the human race, 
To waſte the (pring-time of thy years, 
* Within this ſolitary place? 
Dread 
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& Dread Sir, my lov'd, inhuman lord, 
Has chas'd me from his marriage bed: 
% Barely I ſcap'd his vengeful ſword, 
«© When to theſe trackleſs ſhades I fled. 


& Ye heav'ns, why ſhakes my guilty frame? 

© Whence cam'ſt thou? ſpeak Dare I 
believe —“ 

From ancient Brabant.” And thy name? 


« My hapleſs name is Genevieve,” 


« God!] thy mercies I implore : 
% Suſtain theſe feeble ſprings of life, 
« While I careſs my child once more; 
©« Once more embrace my guiltleſs wife.” 


Thus Siffred ſpoke. —His gliſt'ning eyes 
Quick rang'd o'er Geneviva's charms; . 
And, whilſt ſhe ſhudder'd with ſurpriſe, 


He canght her in his circling arms. 
CHAP. 
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ASP TT LS XXL 


A COUNCIL OF WAR. 


Wu LE the amuſements at 
Mrs. Herbert's villa were pur- 
ſued wih much ſpirit, Mr. 
Flercher impatiently expected an 


anſwer to the letter that he had 
written to his father. A whole 
month, indeed, having paſſed 


fnce 
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ſince that leiter was diſpatched, 
both he and Margaret became 


every day more anxious for intel- 


ligence. A thouſand ' reaſons 
were aſſigned for the delay, but 
the true one, of which they had 
no ſort of ſuſpicion was, that 
Captain Vernon, having found 
ſome traces of his daughter, had 
ſet out from the caſtle in purſuit 


of her, the very morning after 


her departure, and conſequently 
had never received it. Mrs. De- 
Jjolimie was eyerjoyed at the in- 


formation 
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Snom it contained: but fhe 
had no poſſible means of convey- 
ing this information to the cap- 
tain. For, befides that ſhe was 
entirely alone at the caſtle, An- 
drew having accompanied his 
maſter on his expedition, ſhe was 
perfectly unacquainted with their 
route. The Captain's wiſe infor- 
mant, who was an Hibernian, had 
aſſured him that the fugitives had 
moſt certainly taken the road ei- 
ther to Edinburgh or London, as 
- they had been ſeen croſſing the 


ſoreſt 
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foreſt in a chaiſe. But thefe- ci- 


tics being unfortunately fituated at 
two points of the compaſs diame- 
trically oppoſite to each other, 
our ſagacious ſeamen were at a 
loſs which way to ſteer. The 


conſequence of their embarraſſ- 


ment was a dreadful quarrel, as 
ſoon as they came to the high 
road —Andrew infiſted that he 
had traced the wake of the fugi- 


tives chaiſe, all the way from the 


caſtle : and that it was all Jamaica 


to an egg-ſvell that they had taken — 


che 
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the road for London: be there- 
fore thought the beſt plan would 
be to ſteer a direct ſouthern 
courſe. The Captain as ſtrenu- 
ouily ſupported his eden that 
they were gone northward: and 
declared that, without further he- 
ſitation, he ſhould tack ſhip, and 
and towards Edinburgh. An- 
drew ſtill remonſtrated, and the 
diſpute was carried on by both 
parties with equal warmth and 
obſtinacy. 

I was, at length, however ter- 


minated 
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minated by a lucky thought of the 
Captain's, who obſerved that in 
all difficult caſes at ſea, a was an 
invariable rule to take advantage 
of the wind: and therefore, as 
there was then a perfect calm, he 
was inclined to wait till a breeze 
fprang up, by which they ſhould 
be entircly directed. After flily 
hinting at the advantage which 
the enemy would gain of them 
whilſt they kept the fails aback, 
Andrew acceded to the propoſal: ' 


and they continued full three hours 
Vor. II. L in. 
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in a ſituation truly ludicrous, when 


a gale. of wind from the South 


completed the Captain's triumph. 
They had now been five weeks 
on their fruitleſs voyage: nor 


would the gallant commander be 


convinced of his error, or conſent 


to return, till he had made the 


whole rour of Scotland. 


CHAP, 
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CHAPTER NC 


AN ENGAGEMENT. 


Cuakrkꝑs was extremely 
enraged at the conduct of Mr, 
Fletcher, in denying him acceſs 
to his houſe. He no longer 
doubted that his only reafon for 
avoiding an explanation was, that 
he had ſupplanted him in the af- 


L 2 fections 
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feRions of Margaret: for it was 
impoſſible that he could have the 
moſt diltant ſuſpicion that ſhe was 
Fletcher's ſiſter. As the only 
means therefore, of ſatisfying his 
revenge, and of preventing a ma- 
trimonial union which he ſo much 
dreaded, he came to a reſolution 
of ſetting off inſtantly for the caſ- 
tle, in order to lay open the whole 
affair of the elopement to Cap- 
tain Vernon, and to conduct him 
to Mr. Fletcher's houſe in Hano- 


ver 


» 
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ver ſquare, where he ſuppoſed 
Margaret was ſtill concealed. 
Scarcely, however, had Mr. 
Chartres completed half his jour- 
ney, before he accidentally met 
with the Captain and honeſt An- 
drew, who both, heartily tired of 
the Scottiſh expedition, were mak- 
ing the beſt of their way to Lon- 
don. The rencontre, equally un- 
expected on both ſides, took place 
at an inn onthe road. The ſhri- 
velled countenance of the Captain, 
which was immediately contracted 


L 3 ino 
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into a ſmile of horror and diſdain, 
gave figns that he was prepared 
to commence hoſtilives. By a 
private ſignal, Andrew was diſ- 
patched for a brace of horſe-piſ- 
tolsthat were then inthe travelling 
trunk, while the enraged com- 
mander, not in the leaſt doubting 
that his daughter was ſomewhere 
concealed in the houſe, ſtepped 
up to Mr. Chartres, and with a 
terrible oath, that echoed along 
the fretted ciclings of the inn, 


demanded immediate information 


reſpect- 
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reſ) peQing his intentions, either of 
« receiving a broadſide before he 
ſtruck, or of delivering up the 


prize without coming to engage- 


f 


ment.” 


Chartres was, at firſt, entirely 
at a loſs for his meaning, and con- 
ſequently, unable to reply. Mean 
while Andrew returned with the 


fiie arms, which had more the 


appearance of muſkets or carbines 
than piſtols. The Captain ſnatch- 
ing one of them from his hand, 


preſented it at his opponent with- 


L 4 out 


152 SOLITARY CASTLE. 


out further ceremony : when juſt 
in the inſtant, the contents of a 
_ pail, filled to the brim with pump 
water, accidentally thrown by the 
chambermaid from the balcony, 
guſhed full in his face, and, for a 
few moments, deprived him of 
ſenfe. On awaking from the ſhort 
reverie that had been cauſed him 
by this ſudden coup de mer, the 
commander, although nearly 
drowned in his own element, felt 
his courage but little abated. Like 


an enraged maſtiff juſt emerged 
_ from 


© 
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from a river, in purſuit of game, 
he ſhook his cars, whilſt his head 
was encircled by a ſort of horizon» 
tal glory, cauſed by the large 
drops that darted from his hair in 
all directions. He took a ſecond 
aim at Mr, Chartres, and ſnapped 
his piſtol, which fortunately hap- 
pened to miſs fire, in conſequence 
of the water having been commu- 
nicated to the priming. Stung by 
theſe repeated diſappointments, 


herce and impetuous to a degree 


of madneſs, he now hurled the 
piſtol 
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piſtol at his adverſary with great 


violence: but Chartres dextrouſſy 
ſtooped to avoid it, when paſſing 
over his head, it met the landlord 
in its progreſs, who was bringing 
in a couple of valuable China 
bowls, juſt purchaſed from a 
ſmuggler at the door: both which 
it ſhivered into ten thouſand 
pieces. The hoſt; although luſty 
and unwieldy, was an adept in 
the faſhionable ſcience * boxing; 
and reſolved to be revenged on 
the turbulent comminder, in ſpite 
of 
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of his terrible and deathful viſage. 
He threw himſelf into an attitude 
of defence, and approached the 
Captain, with a menacing look : 
but Andrew, who was ſecond to 
no man living in perſonal courage, 
ſtepped forward in order to ſkreen 
his maſter, and to receive, as he 
termed it, © the firſt fire of the 
enemy.“ In this ilEfated mo- 
ment, a large houſe-dog ſprang 
between the legs of the faithful 


but unfortunate tar, and ſo forcibly 


overlict him, that his head, com- 


ing 
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ing in contact with the Captain's 

temple, firetched him on the 

floor: where he lay as motionleſs 

as though he had been ſtruck by 

a2 ball from the lower deck of a 
firſt rate ſhip of war. 

The Captain, at length, reco- - 
vering, the quarrel with the land- 
lord was adjuſtcd, and an ecclair- 
ciſſement took place with Mr. 
Chartres. The latter unravelled 
the whole myſtery of Margaret's 
ſeduction. He repreſented Fletch- 


er, of whom the Captaia could 


nor 
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not poſſibly have any knowledge, 
under that borrowed name, as the 
deliberate betrayer, the raviſher 
of his daughter; and promiſed to 
conduct him to the houſe where 
they were both ſecreted, if he 
would agree to accompany him to 
London. This laſt propoſal was 
Joyfully accepted, and the parties 
inlantly ſet forward, towards Ha- 


nover ſquare, 


CHAP. 
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THE FIFTH ACT OF A TRAGEDY. 


Ox their arrival in town, the 
Captain and Mr. Chartres were 
informed that Margaret was gone 
with Mr. Fletcher and Sie Wil- 
lam Chambers, to the country 


ſeat of a particular friend of the 
lager; in order to be preſent at 


J. 
te 
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the repreſentation of a play in a 
private theatre. They ſoon found 


out the ſituation of Mrs, Herbert's 


villa, and having, through the in- 
trigues of Mr. Chartres, procured 
tickets of admiſſion, the Captain 
diſguiſed himſelf to prevent his 
being known to his daughter : and 
taking with them proper peace 
officers, they proceeded to a vil- 
lage in the viciaity of the theatre, 
where they concealed themſelves 
till the evening. It being a pub». 


lic 
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Ox their arrival in town, the 
Captain and Mr. Chartres were 
informed that Margaret was gone 
with Mr. Fletcher and Sir Wil- 
lam Chambers, to the country 


ſeat of a particular friend of the 
ker; in order to be preſent at 
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the repreſentation of a play in a 
private theatre. They ſoon found 
out the ſituation of Mrs. Herbert's 
villa, and having, through the in- 
trigues of Mr. Chartres, procured 
tickets of admiſſion, the Captain 
diſguiſed himſelf to prevent his 
being known to his daughter : and 
taking with them proper peace 
officers, they proceeded t a. vil- 
lage in the vicinity of the theatre, 
where they concealed themſelves 


till the evening. It being a pub». 


lic - 
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lic night, they found no difficulty 
in gaining acceſs to the ſtage. 
When they entered, the per- 
formers were in the midſt of a 
ſcgne which, though highly pa- 
thetic, was, by thei appearance, 
changed into a real tragedy: the 
cataſſrophe that enſued being in- 
finucly more ſerious than that 


which had been intended to be 


brought on. The play was Ham- 
let Mrs. Herbert pertormed 
the part of the Queen- mother, 


Margaret that of Ophelia, and 
Mr, 


SOLITARY CASTLE. 1648 


Mr. Fletcher was in the charaQer 


of Denmark's prince, who, at this 
moment, was ranting the follow- 


ing ſpeech in Ophelia's grave. 


„ Shew me what thou wilt do: 

« Wilt weep, wilt fight, wile faſt, wilt tear 
thyſelf ? 

« Wilt drink up c, eat a crocodile? 

* I'll do't. Doſt thou come here to whine? 

To outface me, with leaping in her grave? 

ge buried quick with her, and ſo will I. 

„And if you prateof mountains, let them throw 

Millions of acres on us, till our ground 

Singing his pate againſt the burning zone, 

« Make O/a like a wart: nay, and thoul't 

mouth, 


« J rant as well as thou.” 


Vor. II. M _ 
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« If all this be true, now is 
the time to diſplay thy courage, 
cried Captain Gunthorpe, leaping 
into the grave, and ſeizing the 
prince by the collar. 

The audience were thrown in- 
to the utmoſt ſurpriſe at this ſtrange 
incident. But Mrs. Herbert con- 
tinued repeating her part. 

« For heaven's ſake, Sir, ſaid 


Laertes, ſuffer the piece to go 


* 


On. 


« If J do, may I periſh, re- 


joined the Cap'ain. Where is my 


cb!!! 


# * 
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child? She whom you call Ophe- 
lia is my daughter.” 

This interruption in a ſtran- 
ger too —is inſufferable, cried the 
enraged prince of Denmark. — If 
you had been here at the com- 
mencement of the piece, you 
mult have known that Ophelia 
is drowned, and that this is her 
grave.” 

„ Bring her to life, this inſtant, 
ſaid the Commander, or by the 


mountain Allaſs, you are a dead 


man.” 


* loved 
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« 1 loved Ophelia,” ſaid Mr. 
Fletcher, continuing his ſpeech, 
regardleſs of the Captain's threats, 
whom he concluded to be a mad- 
man. 


loved Ophelia, forty thouſand brothers 
Could not, with all their quanuty of love, 


« Make up my ſum.” 


© Villain, thou lieſt!” exclaimed 
Captain Guntkorpe, ſtriking him 
ſo forcibly on the temple, that he 
was almoſt ſtunned by the blow. 
Surpriſed and irritated beyond 
meaſure, at this unaccountable 


treatment, 
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treatment, Mr. Fletcher ſnatched - 


the (word of Laertes, and made 


a defperate thruſt at the Captain, 
who, finding himſelf wounded, 
called vehemently to Chartres, 
and the othicers for aſſiſtance. 
Alarmed by a voice which 
ended familiar to her ears, Mar- 
garet ſprang from behind the 
ſcenes, and running towards the 
ſcene of action, to her utter aſto- 
niſhment, recognized the features 
of her father. The fight of-the 
Captain, who appeared to be in 


% 
* 
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the laſt agonies of death, and the 
naked ſword which Mr. Fletcher 


held, ſtill recking with his blood, 


terrified her to ſuch a degree that 


the ſwooned at her brother's feet, 


aſter exclaiming in broken accents 
* e are undone, —you have 
murthered our only parent —It ts 
Captain Gunt hor pe — It is your fa- 
ther uam you have ſlain.” 

The appearance of 1 
who, with the peace othcers, 


now ruſhed on the ſtage, con- 


firmed and explained the dread- 
ful 
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ful ſtory to Fletcher : who, ſtruck 


with horror at what he had done, 
was with the utmoſt difficulty, pre- 
vented from plunging the fatal 
inſtrument into his own boſom. 
Meanwhilethe audiencecrowd- 
ed the ſtage, and the whole thea- 
tre was a ſcene of conſternation, 


uproar, and confuſion. 
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TAs CONCLUSITON. 


A MOST affecting ſcene took | 
place in the chamber of the ſup- 
poſed dying man, between the 


father and the children,—for 


| Captain Gunthorpe had been re- 
| moved, with all poſſible expedi- 
tion, from the theatre to the 


manſion. 
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manſion. Meanwhile a ſurgeon 
arrived from the next village, 
who, to the infinite joy of all 
parties, pronounced the wound 
not dangerous. The pleaſure, 
however, of recovering, in the 
ſame moment, a favourite daugh- 
ter, and a ſon whom he had ever 
regarded with a truly parental 
tenderneſs, was too much for the 
Captain's ſpirits, which were ſo 
violently agitated, that a delirium 


enſued, and, for ſeveral days, 


deprived him of all ſenſe of his 
Vol.. II. N good 
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good fortune, Mr. Chartres, 
ſurpriſed at the unexpected re- 
volution that had taken place, 
and being convinced that the 


part he had played through the 
piece, would not bear the teſt 
of criticiſm, thought it moſt pru- 
dent to make his exit, as privately 
as poſſible. 


In the mean time, the Captain, 


being reſtored tO perfect health, 


and having received a ſatisfactory 


explanation of every thing that 
had happened, gave his hearty 


conſent 
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conſent to the union between Mar- 
garet and Sir William Chambers; 
whoſe marriage, ſoon afterwards, 


completed the Drama. 
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